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INTRODUCTION 

1. Objective of the course. After mastering a course in philosophy students are expected 
to form a system of clear basic ideas of philosophy as a specific intellectual phenomenon 
of world culture. This course also aims to contribute to the formation and development 
of critical thinking skills necessary for future analytical in the field of international law. 

 
2. Course entry requirements:  

1. Knowledge of periods, regularities and specific features of the world-historical and 
cultural process; basic knowledge in the field of humanities; 

2. Ability to seek and analyze the necessary literature; to use modern information 
resources and technologies for educational purposes; to organize a working time 
effectively;  

3. Have basic skills of analytical research; of preparing oral and written reports and 
presentations; of cooperation with colleagues in solving collective tasks. 

4. Proficiency in English. 

3. Course description:  "Philosophy" is a mandatory study course which is taught in the 
second semester of the first year of the "bachelor" program. The course introduces 
students to the main historical periods and regularities of the development of philosophy, 
the main philosophical problems and concepts as well as the main modern and classical 
subfields of philosophy.  

4. Tasks (educational goals) - to provide students with a comprehensive system of 
knowledge about features of development, major issues and peculiarities of philosophy. To 
introduce students to classical and contemporary approaches to solving major 
philosophical problems. To develop the analytical skills, skills of professional 
argumentation, critical thinking and independent implementation of creative projects. 

 
5. Study results: 

Study result 
(1. knowledge; 2. ability; 3. 

communication;  
4. autonomy and responsibility) 

Forms (and/or 
methods and 

technologies) of 
teaching and 

learning 

Methods of 
assessment 

Percentage 
in the final 
assessment 

of the 
discipline 

Cod
e 

Study result 

 Know:    
1.1 main historical stages of 

philosophy development, their 
peculiarities, worldview 

background, key personalities, 
works and ideas 

lecture, 
seminar, 

self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test 

10 

1.2 basic philosophical problems and 
concepts, classical and modern 

interpretation approaches 

lecture, 
seminar, 

self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test 

10 

1.3 basic philosophical subfields, their 
methodological foundations, 

achievements and prospects of 
development 

 

lecture, 
seminar, 

self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test 

10 

 Be able to:    
2.1 analyze and interpret basic  oral 10 



philosophical texts, highlight 
philosophical problems and 

concepts in texts 

seminar, 
self-study 

presentation, 
test 

2.2 to present the results of the self-
study in an argumentative and 
organized manner in oral and 

written presentations 

seminar, 
self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test, 
presentation of 

self-study 

10 

2.3 apply critical thinking and 
reasoning skills in professional 

activities 
 

seminar, 
self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test, 
presentation of 

self-study 

10 

 communication: 
 

oral 
presentation, 

discussion 

 

3.1 to be fluent  
in the language of study 

seminar, 
self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test, 
presentation of 

self-study 

10 

3.2 to present the results of the 
conducted researches and 

individual  
work in the form of reports, 

messages, essays,  
presentations, notes 

seminar 

oral 
presentation, 

test, 
presentation of 

self-study 

10 

3.3  to participate  
in professional discussions during  

classroom work 

lecture, 
seminar 

discussion 
10 

 autonomy and responsibility:    
4.1 individually search and 

critically examine professional 
literature and media sources 

 
self-study 

oral 
presentation, 

test, 
presentation of 

self-study 

10 

 

 

 

6. Correlation between study results and program learning outcomes  
                                                            Study results(code) 

Program learning 

outcomes (PLO) (code)       

1.1 1.2 1.3 2.1 2.2 2.3 3.1 3.2 3.3 4.1 

PLO 1. Think abstractly and analytically, synthesize 
general knowledge primarily from the subject area 
to achieve the goals of professional activity. 

+ +  + + +   +  

PLO 2. Quickly understand professional tasks, 

evaluate their complexity. 

 +  +  +    + 



 

7. Assessment: 

7.1. Forms of assessment: 

Assessment is carried out in accordance with the ECTS system. Both theoretical component 
of the course(knowledge 1.1 - 1.3), which is 30% of the final result, and practical 
component(skills 2.1-2.3); (communication 3.1-3.3); (autonomy and responsibility 
4.1), which is 70% of the final result, are assessed.  

Assessment criteria: 
1.  Oral presentation:  

3 points - the student is fully familiar with the educational material, freely and 
argumentatively presents it, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of 
the task, using basic and additional literature, 
2 points - the student has sufficient knowledge of the study material, is capable of 
presenting it freely, but lacks argumentation in explanations, mainly discloses the 
content of the task, uses basic literature. Minor inaccuracies are acceptable, 

2.  Addition/discussion: 
2 points - the addition is meaningful and profound, essentially complements the 
discussion, 
1 point - the addition contains information that does not significantly expand the 
discussion; 

3.  Test: 
10-8 points - the student is fully familiar with the educational material, reasonably 
and comprehensively discloses the content of the assignment, demonstrates the 
autonomy in its accomplishment. Uses basic and additional literature, 
7-5 points - the student generally masters the educational material, but does not 
demonstrate the depth of knowledge and autonomy in the accomplishment of tasks, 
does not use necessary educational literature. There are essential inaccuracies in 
the answers to the test questions, 
5-0 points - the student does not fully master the material, fragmentarily and 
superficially presents it, provides insufficient answers to the test questions. Makes 
essential mistakes in the test answers. Lacks autonomy in accomplishing the tasks; 

4.  Individual written assignment 
24-20 points - the student completely masters the study material, presents it freely 
and argumentatively, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the given 
task, correctly interprets obtained results, uses basic and additional literature, 
demonstrates autonomy, accuracy, the impartiality of the conducted 
research/written work, 
19-14 points - the student sufficiently masters the study material, presents it freely, 
but does not demonstrate sufficient arguments in explanations, mainly reveals the 
content of the task, uses basic literature, demonstrates the autonomy and accuracy 
of the conducted research / written work.  Minor inaccuracies are acceptable, 
13-10 points - the student generally masters the educational material but does not 
demonstrate the depth of knowledge, autonomy in accomplishing tasks, does not 
rely on the necessary literature, the work contains essential inaccuracies, 
9-0 points - the student does not fully master the material, fragmentarily and 
superficially presents it, provides insufficient answers to the test questions. Makes 
essential mistakes in the essay. Lacks autonomy in accomplishing the tasks. 

5.  Final test: 
20-16 points - the student completely masters the study material, presents it freely 
and argumentatively, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the given 



task, correctly interprets obtained results, uses basic and additional literature, 
demonstrates autonomy, accuracy, the impartiality of the conducted 
research/written work, 
15-11 points - the student sufficiently masters the study material, presents it freely, 
but does not demonstrate sufficient arguments in explanations, mainly reveals the 
content of the task, uses basic literature, demonstrates the autonomy and accuracy 
of the conducted research / written work.  Minor inaccuracies are acceptable, 
10-6 points - the student generally masters the educational material but does not 
demonstrate the depth of knowledge, autonomy in accomplishing tasks, does not 
rely on the necessary literature, the work contains essential inaccuracies, 
5-0 points - the student does not fully master the material, fragmentarily and 
superficially presents it, provides insufficient answers to the test questions. Makes 
essential mistakes in the test answers. Lacks autonomy in accomplishing the tasks. 
 

The total number of points that could be scored during the semester is formed by the 
results of the assessment of mastering main study material along with individual 
assignments.  

7.2 Organization of the assessment:  
 

Semester activity Semester points 

Min - 48 points Max - 80 points 

Oral presentation:* Topics: 2-11; during the 

semester 

"2" x 10 = 20 "3" x 10 = 30 

Additions, 

discussions 

Topics: 2-15; during the 

semester 

"1" x 14 = 14 "2" x 8 = 16 

Test  To topics 1-7.  

The middle of March 

"5" x 1 = 5 "10" x 1 = 10 

Individual written 

assignment 

Philosophical essay;  

end of April 

"9" x 1 = 9 "24" x 1 = 24 

Final test  "12" x 1 = 12 "20" x 1 = 20 

*in case student was absent, the topics discussed at the seminar are reported in written 

form.  

 
Final assessment/credit: the total number of points (max - 100 points) is the sum of 
points for systematic work during the semester. To pass a credit student must obtain 60 
points or above during the semester including final test. Students who scored less than 40 
points for study activities during the semester are not allowed to pass the credit. 
 
Calculation of the final number of points:  
 Semester points FT (final test) / credit Total number of 

points 

Minimum 48 12 60 
Maximum 80  20  100 
 
7.3 Matching scale: 

Passed 60-100 

Fail 0-59 



8. STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 
STUDY PLAN 

№  
Lecture title 

Hours 
Lectures Seminars Self-study 

 
Part 1. Philosophy and its history 

1. Topic 1. Philosophy as a cultural and 
historical phenomenon 

2  3 

2. Topic 2. Historical definitions of 
philosophy. 
 

2 2 3 

3. Topic 3. Ancient philosophy: personalities 
and key ideas. 
 

2 2 3 

4. Topic 4.  Medieval and Renaissance 
philosophy. 

2 2 3 

5. Topic 5. Early modern philosophy and 
Enlightenment. 

2 2 3 

6. Topic 6. Classical and non-classical 
philosophy of the XIX century. 

2 2 
 

3 

7. Topic 7. Philosophy of the XX-XXI centuries. 
Test. 

2 2 3 

 
Part 2. Subfields of philosophy 

8. Topic 8. Basic problems and concepts of 
metaphysics 

2 2 3 

9. Topic 9. Epistemology 2 2 3 
10. Topic 10. Ethics and Aesthetics. 2 2 3 
11. Topic 11. Philosophy of religion. 2 2 3 
12. Topic 12. Philosophy of history. 2 2 3 
13. Topic 13. Philosophy of Science 2 2 3 
14. Topic 14. Philosophy of law 2 2 3 
15. Topic 15. Political philosophy 2 2 3 
16 Individual written assignment: 

"Is it possible to establish perpetual peace?" 
(Based on the essay by I. Kant "Perpetual 
peace") 

  15 

17. Final test 2   

 TOTAL 32 28 60 

 
Total amount - 120 hours, including: 
Lectures - 32 hours. 
Seminars - 28 hours. 
Self-study - 60. hours. 
 



9. SUGGESTED READING: 

 
Basic:  
 

1. Nagel, Thomas. What does it all mean? A very short introduction to philosophy. 
Oxford University Press, New York, 1987. 

2. Russell, Bertrand. A History of Western Philosophy and Its Connection with Political 
and Social Circumstances from the Earliest Times to the Present Day. Simon and 
Schuster, New York, 1945. 

3. Russell, Bertrand. The Problems of Philosophy. Echo, 2007. 
4. Weeks, Markus. How Philosophy Works. DK Publishing, New York, 2019. 
5. Warburton, Nigel. Philosophy: the basics. New York, 2013. 

 
 
Additional: 

1. Aristotle. The Nicomachean Ethics. Hackett Publishers 1988. Books 1–3. 
2. Barnes, J. Aristotle: a very short introduction. Oxford, 2002. 
3. Brown, S. Philosophy of Religion: An Introduction with Readings. Routledge, 2000. 
4. Crane, T & Farkas, K. Metaphysics: A Guide and Anthology, Oxford University Press, 

2004. 
5. Chalmers, AF: What Is This Thing Called Science? Open University Press, 1999. 
6. Dancy, J. An Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology, Blackwells, 1985. 
7. Davies, B: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion. Oxford University Press, 

2003. 
8. Descartes, Rene. Meditations on First Philosophy (Cambridge University Press 

1996). 
9. Fukuyama, Francis. The end of history and the last man. The Free Press, 1992. 
10. Harris, Sam. Free Will. Free Press: New York, 2012. 
11. Kant, Immanuel. The groundwork for the Metaphysical of Morals, Hill, T. (ed.), 

Zweig, A. (trans.), Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003. 
12. Kant, Immanuel. Perpetual Peace: a Philosophical Essay. London, 1917.  
13. Kant, Immanuel. Introduction to Logic. London. 1885  
14. Loux, M. Metaphysics: A Contemporary Introduction, Routledge, 1998. 
15. Mill, JS, Utilitarianism, Oxford, Oxford University Press 1998. 
16. Okasha, S. A Very Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Science. Oxford University 

Press, 2002. 
17. Plateau. Five Dialogues: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Meno, Phaedo (transl. By G. 

Grube, publ. 2002, Hackett). 
18. Priest, Graham: Logic: A Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2002. 2017. 
19. Priest, S: The British Empiricists. Routledge, 2006. 
20. Pritchard, D: What Is This Thing Called Knowledge? Routledge, 2006. 
21. Sainsbury, M: Logical Forms: An Introduction to Philosophical Logic. Blackwell's, 

2000. 
22. Sosa, E & Kim, J. Epistemology: An Anthology. Blackwell's, 1999. 
23. Waterfield, R. The First Philosophers: The Pre-Socratics and the Sophists. Oxford 

World Classics, 2000. 
 

Internet sources: 
1.Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: https://www.iep.utm.edu/home/about/ 
2.The basics of Philosophy https://www.philosophybasics.com/general_whatis.html 

https://www.iep.utm.edu/home/about/
https://www.philosophybasics.com/general_whatis.html


3.Internet Archive https://archive.org/ 
 

https://archive.org/



